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Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven.—MATTHEW v: 16. 
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OBTAINING DIVINE FORGIVENESS. 


[conTINUED FROM PAGE 213.] 
But what about these wrongdooers? We hear what He taught unto His 
people in days gone by. We have heard what He said to Peter, how that 
the offender should be labored with by the one against whom the offense 
had been committed, then by others, and then by the Church. And said 
He to the people in this day: 

— ye — — to say in your — let God judge between me and thee, 
and reward thee according to th 

And he that repenteth not of 7 — sins, and confesseth them not, then ye 
shall bring him before the Church, and do with him as the Soripture saith 
unto you, mgt > by commandment or by revelation. 

I find nothing there that is at all antagonistic to the Scriptures laid 
dove in days gone by. The Lord has re-enacted that great law. He has 
given it unto the people again, lest some of them might say that law had 
reference only to the disciples and Saints in former days. To those who 
looked for living revelation, here the Lord has given this doctrine again. 
Forgive your brethren, if you wish I should forgive you. 

And what is the next condition indispensable to the obtaining of divine 
favor? Time will not permit us to go into details with regard to all off 
them. It is not enough that a man shall forgive his neighbor; though I 
do not believe that a man can forgive a neighbor who has actually sinned 
against him, unless he has within him the Spirit of God ; and the Spirit 
of God will teach him what ought to be done next. After having forgiven 
others who have sinned against him, if he desires to obtain forgiveness 
himself, he must then repent of his own sins. And what does it mean to 
repent of his sins? In the first place let him cease to sin. Let him culti- 
vate a feeling of godly sorrow for all his wicked deeds. Let that sorrow 
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be so deep-seated and be so intense within his heart that it will give him 
an abhorrence for that that is wicked. Let him not dally with sin after 
that, lest his repentance be seen to be of a hollow kind. Let him not, if 
he is endeavoring to repent of the sin of drunkenness, go where tempta- 
tion to drink will be placed in his way. If he is repenting of the sin of 
profanity, let him not seek out profane companions and associate with 
them, thereby making himself liable to additional temptation. But let 
his repentance be of such a nature that he will strive to bring about a 
realization of the hopes and wishes of his heart. And this must be re- 
membered: Repentance is a gift from God, and will be placed within the 
reach only of those who have shown themselves worthy of it. What, say 
Fou, cannot all men repent? Yes, if they go the right way to work. But 
they must lead up to that great citadel. They must offer, as it were, their 
sacrifices on the portico of the temple before they can be admitted into 
the sacred precincts. Shall we take the man who has just committed a 
deed that is heinous in the sight of God, and say that he can repent im- 
mediately ? He must, in the first place, convince himself that he bas done 
wrong. The man that thinks lightly of sin cannot turn away from it with 
any degree of assurance that he will be protected from it. The man that 
does not think it particularly wrong to fall into a groveling state of in- 
toxication will never be safe and secure against that temptation. He 
must seek to love righteousness, and if he loves righteousness he will hate 
sin. He must seek in every way to make himself like unto God ; for if 
this is done, he will have a dislike for all things that are not godly in their 
nature. 

We read in many instances that the Lord has hardened the hearts of 
men; and some who scoff at the doctrines laid down in the Bible—some 
infidels in heart—say that this is unjust. Here He sends Moses, His great 
High Priest, the law giver of old, down to Egypt with a command unto 
Pharoah, “ Let my people go.“ And the king of Egypt, who knows not 
that God, says, “Tell me who that being is. Who is it that dares send 
unto me, the king, such an abrupt command as that? I let this people 
go? Why, they are my slaves by all the laws that are recognized among 
the nations. They belong to me. They pay tribute to me. Who is it 
that commands that I should let them go? They are not his people ; they 
are my people.” Why,“ says Moses, “the God of heaven, the Great I 
Am, sends me with that commission.” And because Pharoah will not 
listen to it ; because that lesson cannot be understood by him ; because 
that language is not one that he, the king, who rules by might, and who 
considers everything that might can establish and maintain to be in very 
truth right, could understand and speak, the Lord found it necessary to 
deliver words in a different tongue. The king recognized power. He 
knew that if ever there arose a king more mighty than he, that king 
would be his master. And Moses endeavored to show him that the Being 
who had sent that command was in actual truth a mightier Being than he. 

First, he wrought the miracle of causing the rod to become a serpent. 
Now, the serpent figured conspicuously in the idolatrous rites of the 
Egyptians ; indeed it was an object of adoration among them ; and to see 
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a living embodiment of one of the idols of his people conjured before his 
eyes should have convinced him of the potency of Moses’ authority. But 
no such purpose was served ; he summoned the magicians, and by the 
power of the evil one they imitated the wonder on a smaller scale; but the 
serpent that sprang from Aaron’s rod devoured all the rest, aad thus de- 
clared the superiority of the commission under which those men of God 
acted. Pharoah, however, refused the evidence of reason ; he was resolved 
to fight the power of the God of Moses, so he persisted in his refusal to 
liberate the people. Then Moses stretched forth his rod, and all the 
waters of Egypt became as blood; the fish died in the rivers, and the 
- waters sent forth a horrible stench. This miracle would have been suffi- 
cient to convince any thinking Egyptian of the superiority of Moses’ and 
Aaron’s God over their deities. Why they worshiped the river Nile, 
esteeming it as the source of the fertility of their country ; and that 
sacred stream, at the simple word of Moses, became loathsome and foul, 
and such a stench went up from the once pure and sparkling streams and 
springs, that the people could not bear it. Pharoah seemed to understand 
that language ; he could in a degree comprehend its meeting. Said he to 
Moses, If you will just bring back the fresh streams again, the pure water 
that delighted my people, I will let these Israelites go.” And the result 
was, the streams became clear again, and the people were able to slake 
their thirst with joy and pleasure. Now, we are told, the Lord hardened 
Pharoah’s heart. The king then said, now that the water was again pure, 
„J don’t think IIl let these people go. I will reconsider what I have 
said ; the king has a right to change his mind, and I have changed mine, 
and these Israelites must stay where they are.” Then Moses had to reason 
farther with him; and what did this servant of the Lord do next? Why, 
by the divine power he brought a multitude of frogs upon the land, so 
that these reptiles invaded the bedchambers and the beds of the servants 
and of the king alike ; they were found in the ovens and the kneading 
troughs. Then said Pharoah: “Only entreat this all-powerful God in 
whose service you claim to be, to take away these horrible frogs, and III 
release the people.” Moses accepted his protestations of repentance, 
and asked the Lord to remove the plague, which was done; and again. 
Pharoah's heart was hardened, and he refused to let God's people go. | 
And so we might go on, through all these wondrous plagues—the 
vermin that infested their houses and persons; the flies that swarmed 
throughout Egypt and made life almost unbearable ; the murrain that 
destroyed their cattle ; the boils and blains; the thunder and lightning; 
the destructive locusts; the truly dreadful darkness, so thick that they 
could feel it—up to the last terrible manifestation of godly power, when 
the angel of destruction, armed with a divine warrant for his acts, went 
throughout the land of Egypt, and slew the firstborn in every house, and 
the firstborn of all the cattle, passing over only the houses that had the 
blood stains of the lamb sprinkled with the bunch of bitter hysop upon 
the lintels and the door posts. And in every case we read that Pharaoh’s 
heart was hardened. ‘“ Why,” some ask, “is that just on the part of the 
Almighty to harden the man’s heart, and then punish him because he did 
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not repent.” Some say they do not like to worship such a God as that. 
To such I say, Can you point out one instance in all the records of the 
scriptures in which the Lord withheld repentance from the man who 
showed that he was actually disposed to repent? Pharaoh exhibited from 


the first his opposition to the power that Moses exercised ; he was deter- 


mined to oppose it; and predetermined opposition to the divine wishes, 
maintained in spite of reason and convincing demonstration, is not in the 
nature of repentance. The Spirit of God is a spirit of true reason, and it 
strives not with an unreasonable and self hardened being. Pharaoh 
acknowledged the power of might only; and just as soon as the heavy 
hand of might was removed from him, he rebelled against the Being to 
whom he had immediately before acknowledged his allegiance. If any 
earthly king had come with a powerful army, and had subdued the land 
of Egypt, taking from Pharaoh the oath of feality and a promise of tribute, 
and if, as soon as the conquering monarch and his soldiers had gone away, 
Pharaoh had arisen in rebellion, and sought again to establish his inde- 
pendence, think you not that that human and worldly king would have 
returned and brought about a terrible condition of revenge on that rebel- 
lious subject? There was no room in Pharaoh’s heart for repentance, his 


soul was of the world worldly, his whole being of the earth earthy. Let 


any man bring forth works meet for repentance, and see then if the Lord 
will not shed upon him the light of the Spirit. But repentance will not 
be given to those who have not shown themselves worthy and desirous of 
it. The repentance of a man who is sorry for his misdeeds because he has 
been discovered in them; the robber who is very sorry that he stole 
because they took him to prison and set him to work at hard labor to 
make amends for his wicked deeds; the murderer who protests his repent- 
ance on the way to the scaffold because he was caught and is about to 
meet the just deserts of his crime—these are not instances of repentance 
that the Almighty is pleased with ; such is not a true repentance; it is a 
hollow, pseudo repentance ; it is a mockery, like the imitations of faith 
that some people seem to exhibit ; like that imitation of power which the 
magicians of Egypt, by means of aid from the evil one, manifested and by 
which they made some of the people believe that they were almost as 
great as Moses, who had the power of heaven behind him. But the man 
who turns away from his wicked deeds; the man who seeks earnestly to 
make good the things that he has wrongly done, will receive from the 
Almighty the influences of repentance that will soften his heart and fill 
him with love toward all living things. 7 
[To BE CONTINUED. ] 


BURIAL CUSTOMS, ANCIENT AND MODERN. 


In an article relating to the disposition of the dead, the San Francisco 
Chronecle gives some interesting particulars. Cremation and burial were 
practised at the earliest epochs, but it is thought burial first prevailed, 
and then cremation came in through superstitious modes of worship. 

The Egyptians embalmed their dead with costly formalities. The 
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Ethiopians placed the corpse in a glass column, where it remained for a 
year, after which the remains were buried outside the city. The Parthians 
buried their dead in the vicinity of heaps of manure. The Assyrians put 
the remains in honey as a means of preservation. The Persians left their 
dead to be torn by dogs and birds before burial. The Scythians, during 
forty days before burying the body, carried it about in a cart to the 
dwellings of all persons who had known the deceased. The German 
tribes, before the introduction of Christianity among them, burned their 
dead. 

The Hebrews treated their dead with more respect than any ancient 
people. Caves as burial places were preferred to inhumation. Cremation 
among them implied more or less of dishonor. When they came to live in 
large cities, the dead were buried in cemeteries outside the city walls. 

The Greeks practiced burial and cremation. The Romans at first buried 
their dead, but later on cremation came to be the prevailing custom. It 
was carried out with ceremonies of the most solemn and formal character. 
Part of the proceeding is still observed in the burial service of the Roman 
Catholic church, though cremation has long since fallen into disuse. 

The Parsees of India still expose the bodies of their dead to be devoured 
by birds of prey. The English have succeeded in depriving the burning 
of the dead in Hindostan of most of its horrors. Cremation is coming 
into favor with the modern world, both in Europe and America. The 
Roman Catholics and Protestants are opposed to cremation ; the latter, 
however, are not so set on the matter as the former. The Catholic priests 
absolutely refuse-to officiate at a cremation ceremony. The Jews are 
still guided by their rabbis in the matter, and therefore do not accept the 
modern innovations. 

Whether it be through tradition or education, or both, people who have 
been trained in the Christian faith have a repugnance to the burning of 
their bodies after death. The Latter-day Saints prefer the natural method 
of dissolution. The violence of fire seems like desecration of the human 
form, while the placing of the sleeping body in its bed of earth, to crumble 
slowly back to the dust from whence it came, recommends itself to their 
minds, and does no indignity to their faith or their sentiments. 

As to the resurrection, it matters not what may be done with the 
organism from which life has departed. The elements are at the com- 
mand of Him who fashioned them into form. To every seed will come his 
own body, whether it has been burned, buried, or drowned in the deep. 
But cremation smacks of the barbarous and shocks the sensitive feelings 
of mourning friends, and is certainly out of nature’s course with the 
scenes of life. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


War has broken out between the French and the Dahomeyans in East Africa. Several 
battles have resulted favorably to the natives, and the French are hurrying forward -re- 
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om beet ies beoken out in Venezuela, and up to April 7 the rebels seemed to have the 
best of the fighting. 

On March 31, forty anarchists were banished from France, because of their demonstra- 
tive advocacy of a dynamite crusade. 

The United States government has offered to pay $20,000 damages to the relatives of 
the Italians lynched at New Orleans. 

There is great suffering in parts of Durham, England. owing to the strike of colliers 
there. Several persons are reported as having starved to death. 3 

Mrs. Montagu, who tied her three-year-old child up till she strangled, at Port Stewart, 
Ireland, was, on April 4, sentenced to imprisonment for one year. 

Six persons were killed and an immense amount of damage done by an explosion at the 
dynamite works at Bessemer, Alabama, U. S. A., on April 3. The shock was felt a dis- 
tance of fifteen miles. 

Attempts of Anarchists to blow up public buildings in France, Italy and Spain have 
been so frequent during the past fortnight, that the officers have inaugurated a policy of 
arresting all persons suspected of anarchistic tendencies. 

A steamer, the Golden Rule, took fire at Cincinnati, U. S. A., on April 1, and being 
loaded with oil, burned so rapidly that thirteen passengers were enveloped in the flames 
before they could reach the wharf at which the vessel was lying. 

An explosion of a gunpowder factory at St. Petersburg, Russia, on April 5, killed nine 
men. The bodies were torn to pieces, some of the limbs being thrown a distance of 250 
yards. Twenty-seven persons received more or less serious injuries. 


Walt. Whitman, the American author and poet, died at Philadelphia on March 26, at 
the age of seventy-four. He has suffered from partial paralysis for nearly thirty years— 
the effect of nursing the sick and wounded during the late civil war between the North 
and South. 

The mice plague has increased to such an extent in Dumfriesshire, Scotland, that the 
farmers have petitioned to have all the rough pastures burned and for the extension of 
the heather burning season one month, as the only means of successfully contending 
against the little rodents. 


At Homestead, Pennsylvania, on March 27, a vessel filled with molten steel was by a 
mischance turned on its trunnions, throwing the liquid metal into a pit where there were 
nine workmen. Four were literally bathed in the molten stream and fatally injured ; the 
others were terribly burned, but may live. ‘ 

A destructive cyclone swept over the States of Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri and 
Illinois, on April 3, doing a vast amount of damage. Trees were uprooted and houses 
demolished, whole towns being swept away in places. Over one hundred persons were 
killed. The cyclone was accompanied by a cold wave, which caused much suffering 
among the people who were deprived of shelter. | ? 

Dynamite outrages by Anarchists are becoming alarmingly frequent in France, the 
last being an attempt to blow up a house in Paris where one of the council engaged in 
presecuting Anarchists resides. Fifteen persons were hurt, but none killed. The building 
was shattered, but remained standing, so the occupants could escape by the back stairway, 
the front stairway being demolished by the explosive. 

There are 400,000 Russians troops on the German frontier in Russian Poland. Ne- 
plying to the inquiry of the German ambassador as to the meaning of this concentration, 
the Russian minister of foreign affairs said that his government was doing this as a pre- 
cautionary measure, and had no intention of attacking Germany. The Germans, how- 
ever, do not give this assertion full confidence, and are preparing to repel an invasion. 
They are also examining the Russian fortresses by means of balloons and electric search 
lights. The visits of these balloons are reported from St. Petersburg to be of daily oc- 
currence. 
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Philip Brocke, who claims miraculous power in healing sick people, was fined ten 
francs, on March 31, for following his business at Havre, France. The evidence against 
him was that he had healed several persons who had been given up by eminent doctors. 

The bloodthirsty characteristics of the Chinese soldiery are shown in the suppression 
of the recent rebellion in Northern China. The rebels in the Kulum district were sur- 
prised by the imperial army, which lost only five men in the engagement, while several 
thousands of the rebels were slaughtered. Of the prisoners taken, 8000 were put to death 
by the sword, and 500 burned to death. In minor engagements about 2000 rebels were 
slain. In the Chien-Chang district, 800 out of 1300 rebels captured were massacred, and 
the remaining 500, most of whom were wounded, were bound in the camp, which was set 
fire to, and the whole lot burned. 3 | 

The ultimatum of President Harrison respecting the Behring Sea question was received 
in London on March 27. The President, in a pungent note, objected to further delay or 
evasiveness by Lord Salisbury, and announced that unless the modus vivendi was extended 
by the British premier at once, arbitration would be at an end. Lord Salisbury acceded 
to the request for an extension of the modus vivendi, and suggested that the board of 
arbitration also pass upon certain claims for damages. This was readily agreed to by the 
American government, and what seemed to be a cause that might possibly lead to serious 
consequences was removed. In the meantime, Canadian sealers in the.Behring Sea are 
liable to seizure or destruction if they enter upon the breeding grounds, which are watched 
by American revenue cutters and three war vessels. | 

At the meeting of the Royal Botanic Society, Dr. R. C. A. Prior presented ripe seeds 
of Araucaria imbricata, the monkey-puzzle tree of Chili, collected from a large tree 
growing in the open air at Corsham, Wilts, He mentioned that in this country the 
plant, though common, seldom ripens its seeds. It was first introduced here 100 years 
ago by Mr. Menzies, a Scotch botanist, who accompanied Vancouver's expedition in 
search of a passage between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. In returning from their 

attempt they put in at Valparaiso and were hospitably entertained by the Viceroy of 
Chili. While dessert was on the table Menzies observed some nuts he had not seen 
before. Instead of eating his share, he saved them, and, taking a box of soil back with 
him on board ship, succeeded in raising five plants, which he brought to England, and 
these formed the stock from which most of the large trees now growing in various parts 
of this country have originated. 

In 1813 Sir John Ross discovered an isolated race of human beings, numbering about 
two hundred souls, living on the inhospitable shores of North Greenland. To this com- 
munity he gave the romantic name of ‘‘ Arctic Highlanders”— a name which unfortu- 
nately is misleading . for they are a littoral people, and cannot inhabit the arctic highland, 
as it is an everlasting ice-cap, and, moreover, they will not even visit it, for this inland 
ice is to them a region of terror, a land where abide their demons and evil spirits. At the 
present day they number, as near can be estimated, about the same as when the knowl- 
edge of them came to the civilized world; nor have they increased their territory, but 
live on a narrow strip of mountainous coast, which is left bare during the summer 
months by the retreat of the winter snows. They could not be more cut off from other 
human beings did they live on some small oceanic island. Practically, they do live on an 
island, for they are surrounded by water, by great expanses of solid water ; for they never 
pass the ive barrier of the great Humboldt Glacier, with its sea face of sixty miles; they 
never ascend to the summer foot of the ice blink,” some two thousand feet above sea 
level, nor attempt to wander south over the vast ice-floes of Melville Bay, one hundred 
miles in extent. At 79 degrees north latitude, near the southern edge of the Humboldt 
Glacier, is a collection of huts known as Etah, their most northern settlement, while 
at Cape York, in latitude 75 deg. 55 min. north, probably their largest encampment, is 
their southern limit, and which, as near as we could determine by the sign language, they 
call Pitanito. Their country may be said to be about one hundred and eighty-five 
miles long, and from three to five miles in breadth.—Scribner’s Magazine. 
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MONDAY, APRIL 11, 1892. 


MOBBING AND BANISHING “MORMONS.” 


Wu the Savior sent His Apostles out to preach the Gospel, He informed 
them that they would be hated of all men for His name’s sake; their 
calling was to offer peace and salvation to men, but He understood that 
the latter would give way to influences that would lead many of them to 
resist the truth and bring upon themselves strife and condemnation. 
Therefore He warned His servants to be wise and harmless in their minis- 
trations, and not to partake of the spirit of anger and contention which 
they would find in those who opposed them ; He told them, too, that the 
feeling of hatred on the part of the world would be directed against those 
who received their testimony as well as toward themselves, declaring that 
“all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” The 
promise. was also made that they who passed through these tribulations 
for righteousness’ sake and endured to the end would be amply rewarded 
by the blessings of heaven. 

In His comparison of the relative positions of those who followed Him 
and those who constituted themselves their enemies, the Lord teaches an 
important lesson to mankind. “Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the 
midst of wolves,” said He to the Apostles, whose mission was one of 
gentleness, humility and love. But those in whose midst He had called 
them to labor, and whose enmity should be aroused against them, were 
likened to the ravenous wolf. This comparison by the Savior is a perfect 
illustration of the Christian and the un-Christian spirit, and affords a rule 
by which to judge between the two classes. It teaches that the true 
Christian is never found acting the role of persecutor; that is a calling 
that belongs exclusively to the anti-Christian, whatever his professions 
may be. 

The Former-day Saints learned by experience that the class which was 
most deservedly entitled to the appellation of “ wolves,” as used by the 
Divine Master, posed as the religious instructors and leaders of the people; 
and in a similar manner the Latter-day Saints have been impressed with 
the same fact. Nor does this professedly pious class appear to manifest 
any intention of turning from their evil ways. The scene of some of 
their latest exploits is Denmark, a brief account of occurrences there 
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being given in a letter from President E. H. Anderson, of the Scan- 
dinavian Mission, who says: 

We have lately had meetings in Hilleröd and Tolstrup, a few miles north 
of Copenhagen, and the brethren came near being mobbed by the as- 
sembled crowds. By advice of the police, who had promised assistance, 
they decided not to hold meetings in the first-named place last Sun- 
day evening (March 27), as it was learned that the priest had worked u 
the ie eg to such an extent that they would have been maltrea 
At Tolstrup, at the Saturday evening meeting, the brethren were 
threatened, the lamps put out, and the windows broken. The Elders, 
after receiving some severe knocks, finally escaped by the assistance of a 
friend, leaving the mob to fight among themselves. is crowd was also 
led by a priest. Nothing but the power of God saved the Elders from 
severe injury. In both places there were quite a number of respectable 
SS who were disgusted with the proceedings of the mob, and the 

ders received opportunities to bear their testimonies, notwithstanding 
the tumult. | | 

By applying the rule which the Savior gave, there is no difficulty in 
determining who are the “wolves.” No follower of Christ ever united with 
or headed a mob in an assault upon his fellowmen; that is a position 
assumed only by His enemies, of whom He said to His disciples, “ They 
will deliver you up to their councils, and they will scourge you in their 
synagogues.” In the letter quoted from, Elder Anderson recites another 
instance of priestly persecution: 

Two of our Elders who have been laboring on the islands, Falster and 
Möen, eto.—Elders N. J. Hendricksen and Ole Sorensen, Jr.—have been 
banished from the kingdom of Denmark by order of the police authorities. 
It appears that foreigners have no right to hold meetings in this country 
where anything is said that tends to oppose prevailing religions or civil 
conditions. Since. New Year our brethren had succeeded in holding a 
nuinber of meetings and in baptizing several persons. This annoyed the 
priests, who complained and asked that the Elders, whom they desig- 
nated as dangerous foreigners with false and misleading doctrines (they 
have decided that we are not Christians), be made to answer the law. 
Elders Hendricksen and Sorensen were therefore brought before the 
authorities, who gave them two weeks to get out of the country. | 

The Elders do not, of course, interfere with civil conditions, but preach 
the principles of the Gospel of Christ as taught in the Bible. It was 
decided that these were opposed to prevailing religions; yet Denmark 
pretends to be a Christian nation! The Pharisaical priests, who are re- 
sponsible for the order of banishment, are sure of their reward among 
those who “love and make a lie,” unless they speedily repent. The work 
of the Lord will not, however, be stayed. The nations are in His hands, 
and He will provide a way for the honest in heart to hear and receive His 
Gospel, that they may enter the kingdom of heaven. J. H. A. 


O wd to the advance in railway rates from New York west, the fare 
for emigrants has been increased eight shillings and three pence for each 
adult. | 

For the past few weeks a commissioner and attorneys have been 
engaged at Salt Lake City in taking evidence in the suit of the Reorgan- 
ized, or Josephite, Church against the Church of Christ, or Hedrickite 
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Church. The latter is in possession of the Temple lot at Independence, 
Missouri, and the former is endeavoring to establish a claim to it.as the 
successor of the Church of which the Prophet Joseph Smith was Presi- 
dent. In the evidence taken, the Hedrickites established the fact that 
plural marriage was taught and practiced by the Prophet Joseph—a con- 
dition which the Josephites have sought to deny. The final trial of the 
case is to be held in Missouri. The real owner of the land in controversy 
is the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, which has no successor, 
as it has never been disorganized ; but existing circumstances preclude 
any effort at regaining possession. In the meantime the litigation in 
progress does not involve the Church, which awaits the due time of the 
Lord for the restitution of the Temple site to His Saints, who will receive, 
at the proper period, the promised privilege of building the great _— 
which shall be erected there. 


A RECENT issue of the Independent, published at Nauvoo, IIlinois, con- 
tains the following: The Mormons had many peculiar and original 
ideas about architectu re, and as a general rule they were very practical. 
The houses they built in Nauvoo were durable and plain on the exterior, 
but in the interior in most cases they were finished beautifully. The old 
residences of Brigham Young, John Taylor, Wilford Woodruff, Parley P. 
Pratt, Heber C. Kimball, the Mansion House and other buildings, which 
are still standing, are oed of Mormon architecture, being nice, plain 
and solid buildings. We believe there is not a cracked brick in either 
house. The Mormons tested every brick before putting it in a building 
by thrusting it in hot water, which greatly accounts for the well-pre- 
served houses up to this day. The Mormon Temple was a fine structure 
and was built on the most advanced modern ideas. The same originality 
marks their architecture at Salt Lake City. The Mormon tabernacle at 
Salt Lake City is built in the form of a true ellipse, and, although it is of 
enormous dimensions, it is so well constructed as regards acoustics that a 
person standing in the focus at one end can carry on a conversation in a 
whisper with any one in the focus at the other end.” 


Reteases.—Elders John A. Hellstrom, Mads P. Sorensen and Ola 
Jonsson are honorably released from their labors in the Scandinavian 


Mission, to return home. 
RELIEF SOCIETY HISTORY. 


At the Relief Society Jubilee services in Salt Lake City, on March 17, 
Sister Sarah M. Kimball, general secretary, furnished the following items 
concerning the organization and history of the society: By invitation of 
the President of the Church, a number of sisters convened in the Masonic 
Lodge room, on the 17th of March, 1842. President Joseph Smith, Elder 
John Taylor and Willard Richards were present. President Smith stated 
that the meeting was called for the purpose of making more complete the 
organization of the Church by organizing the women in the order of the 
Priesthood. 
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John Taylor was called to the chair, and Willard Richards acted as 
secretary. After singing and prayer, a vote was taken to know if all 
were satisfied with the sisters present and willing to acknowledge them 
in good fellowship, and admit them to all the privileges of the insti- 
tution about to be organized. All being satisfied, the names of those 
present were taken as follows: Emma Smith, Martha Knight, Elvira A. 
Coles, Sarah M. Cleveland, Phebe Ann Hawkes, Margaret A. Cook, Desde- 
mona Fulmer, Elizabeth Ann Whitney, Sarah M. Kimball, Elizabeth Jones, 
Leonora Taylor, Eliza R. Snow, Sophia Packard, Bathsheba W. Smith, 
Sophia Robinson, Philinda Herrick, Phebe M. Wheeler and Sophia R. 

Marks. 

President Smith then explained some of the duties that would devolve 
on members of the society; said they could provoke the brethren to good 
works, look after the needs of the poor, and perform charitable acts. 
Women must assist in correcting the morals and strengthening the vir- 
tues of the community. He said it is now in order for the sisters to elect 
a president to preside over the society, and let her choose two counselors 
to assist in the duties of her office. He would ordain them, and let them 
preside just as the Presidency preside over the Church; and if they 
needed his instruction they could ask, and he would be pleased to give it 
from time to time. Let the presidency serve as a constitution, and their 
decisions become precedents for you to act upon. If officers are wanted 
to carry out these designs of the institution, let them be appointed and 
set apart as Teachers, Deacons, etc., are among us. 

Elizabeth A. Whitney moved, nnd Sophia Packard seconded the motion, 
that Emma Smith be elected president of the society. The vote was put 
by the chairman and pronounced unanimous. The president-elect made 
choice of Sarah M. Cleveland and Elizabeth Ann Whitney as her coun- 
selors. Eliza R. Snow was appointed secretary, Phebe M. Wheeler 
assistant secretary, and Elvira A. Coles treasurer. 

President Joseph Smith read the revelation to Emma Smith from the 
Book of Doctrine and Covenants, and stated that she was ordained at the 
time the revelation was given, to expound the Scriptures, to teach, etc. 
He then read Scriptures to show that an elect lady is one elected to 
preside. 

By request of President Joseph Smith, Apostle John Taylor ordained 
Sarah M. Cleveland and Elizabeth Ann Whitney to be counselors to and 
assist President Emma Smith in the duties of her office, and share in the 
blessings pertaining thereto. He then confirmed on Emma Smith her 
former ordination, and blessed her to be a mother in Israel, a pattern of 
virtue, and to possess all the qualifications necessary to enable her to pre- 
side with dignity and give such instruction as may be requisite in her 
calling as an elect lady. 

Elder Taylor vacated the chair and President Emma Smith and coun- 
selors took the stand. A lengthy discussion followed on the question, 
“What shall this society be called?’ - Mrs. Cleveland and Whitney advo- 
cated the appropriateness of the name Relief Society. John Taylor and 
Joseph Smith spoke in favor of the word Benevolent. Emma Smith and 
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E. R. Snow argued in favor of Mrs. Cleveland’s choice. The gentlemen 
withdrew their objection, and a motion to adopt the name Relief Society 
was unanimously carried. 

President Joseph Smith then said: “I now declare this society organ- 

ized, with president and counselors. All who shall hereafter be admitted 
must be free froin censure and be admitted by vote.” President Joseph 
Smith laid down a five-dollar gold piece to commence the Relief Society 
fund, and said: What I do hereafter for charity I shall do through this 
society.” Sarah M. Cleveland gave 12$c., Sarah M. Kimball $1, Emma 
Smith $1, Elizabeth Ann Whitney 50c., Willard Richards $1, John Taylor 
82. President Joseph Smith said: “I will give a city lot, on which the 
society can build ; will make the deed to the treasurer.” , 
At the third meeting of the society, March 30, President Joseph Smith 
said the members of the society must act in concert, or nothing can be 
accomplished. To move according to the ancient Priesthood this must be 
a select society, separate from the evils of the world. 

At the sixth meeting, April 28, President Joseph Smith said he was 
present to speak upon the Priesthood. As his instructions were intended 
only for members of the society, he wished those not members to with- 
draw, after which he called attention to the twelfth chapter of Corin- 
thians, “ Now concerning spiritual gifts,” etc. Said the passage which 
reads, “No man can say that Jesus is the Lord but by the Holy Ghost,” 
should be translated No man can know,” etc. He continued the reading 
of the chapter, and gave instructions respecting the different offices and 
the necessity of every individual acting in the place allotted to hiin or her, 
and filling the offices to which they were appointed. He spoke of the dis- 
position of some to consider the lower offices in the Church dishonorable 
and to look with jealous eyes on the position of others, and said it was the 
nonsense of the human heart to aspire to positions not appointed of God; 
that it was better for individuals to magnify their respective callings and 
wait patiently till God shall say Come up higher.“ 

It was talked by members of the society that some were not doing right 
in laying hands on the sick. If they had common sympathy they would 
rejoice that the sick could be healed. The time has not been before when 
these things could be in their proper order. The Church is not now 
organized in its proper order, and cannot be until the Temple is com- 
pleted. He referred to the commission given to the ancient Apostles, 
“Go ye into all the world,” etc. No matter who believes, these signs, such 
as healing the sick, casting out devils, should follow all that believe, 
whether male or female. If the sisters have faith to heal the sick, let 
them do so, and let the good work roll on. It is no sin for anybody to 
administer to the sick that has faith, or if the sick have faith to be healed 
by the administration. 

He reproved those that were disposed to find fault, and spoke at some 
length on the difficulties he had had to surmount ever since the organiza- 
tion of the Church, on account of aspiring men; said the same aspiring * 
disposition will be in this society and must be guarded against. 

As he had the opportunity he would instruct the society how to act 
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according to the will of God. He did not know that he should have many 
opportunities of teaching them ; they were goihg to to be left to them- 
selves ; they would not long have him to instruct them ; the Church would 
not have his instruction long, and the world would not be troubled with him 
a great while ; according to his prayer, God had appointed him elsewhere. 
At * statement the congregation was melted to tears. 

[ro BE CONTINUED. ] 


REMINISCENCES OF THE PLAINS. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 223. 

THE following morning several cavalry officers called on us and desired: an 
interview, which I readily granted. They had heard that orders were given 
to our guards to shoot any “blue coat” that came into our camp, and 
they wished to know whether it was a fact. They were invited to remain 
a few minutes and hear for themselves the guard being instructed. This 
they did, and among the orders listened to the following: Brethren, 
when you are on guard duty you are to permit no one to cross your line 
and enter the camp unless he first gives you the password. When you 
are approached by one man, or by several, call a halt. Allow but one 
person at a time to advance, and he must give the countersign or pass- 
word over the muzzle of your musket. Should any person attempt to 
force his way past you, command him to halt, and if he disregards your 
challenge, shoot him, whatever the color of his coat may be, or if he has 
no coat at all.“ Turning to the officers, I said, Gentlemen, you have 
heard my orders to the guard. None other has been given upon this point 
at any time. I presume they are similar to the orders given in your own 
camp in this exposed country.” They made no reply, but left the camp, 
returning to their quarters without having discovered an occasion—which 
they seemed to have been hoping for—to quarrel with the “ Mormon” 
emigrants. 

While we were still traveling along the Platte River, the captain of our 
company reported that the supply of bacon and sugar was no more than 
sufficient to last a week, after which time the people must subsist on flour 
alone, It seemed impossible for us to replenish our stores in this region, 
but a kind. Providence opened our way. On the upper waters of the 
Platte was a government station at which we learned there was a large 
quantity of the provisions which we were in need of. Our condition was 
made known to the post commandant, Major Galbraith, who quietly and 
firmly refused to render us assistance on any terms. He admitted that. 
his depot of supplies was too far west to be of much benefit to the troops 
operating on the east. But he did not know what disposition the govern- 
ment wished to make of the provisions in his charge, and in his opinion 
the “Mormons” were a bad lot any way, and it was not improbable, he 
thought, that the government would soon send another army to Utah to 
wipe them out. He was less obdurate at our second interview, and we 
believed the Lord was softening his heart. This proved to be the case, for 
he finally relented and gave us all the supplies we required to last us to 
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our destination. The conditions were the most favorable to us that could 
be made; we were to deposit the same quantity that we had received 
with the garrison at Fort Douglas, in Salt Lake City, and send him the 
post quartermaster’s receipt therefor, which we did. 

From where our route left the Platte River it was two long days’ 
journey to the first crossing of the Sweetwater. The first day brought us 
to a small creek, and as I wished to secure a supply of antelope for supper, 
I left the selection of a camping place to another. Unfortunately he was 
so injudicious as to corral the wagons in sandy ground, among the wheat 
grass which here grew thick and tall and was quite dry. In close prox- 
imity to the camp was the heavy brush which grew on the margin of the 
stream. When I discovered what had been done it was too late to shift 
our position, though its dangers caused no little uneasiness. The animals 
had been driven to pasture at a place several miles distant. Signs were 
discovered which revealed the presence of hostile Indians, and as the cir- 
cumstances provided an opportunity for a successful raid on our camp, 
we took every precaution in our dilemma that experience suggested. 
Then the usual evening prayers were offered up and soon all the company 
except the guards sank into the repose which they so much needed. 

The guard aroused me shortly before midnight, and directed my atten- 
tion to a bright red glow which appeared along the western horizon. The 
wind was blowing strongly, and it soon became evident that, by accident 
or design, the grass had been ignited some miles distant, and that a 
terrific prairie fire was approaching at a rate that would bring it into our 
vicinity in less than half an hour. Our heavy wagons were in deep sand, 
and our teams miles away. A hasty consultation was held and it was deter- 
mined, in the faint hope of averting the impending calamity, to burn the 
grass to the leeward, and by the flames creeping back remove it and pro- 
vide an open space which would afford protection to our train. I was in 
the act of striking a match to engage in this duty when I felt a few drops 
of water. Suddenly the shower opened, and for fifteen minutes the rain 
came down in torrents. The line of fire which had been sweeping toward 
us with such appalling rapidity diminished in volume, and in a brief space 
of time every vestige of flames had been extinguished. The prairie fire 
had approached to within half a mile of our camp, but the hand of Provi- 
dence had interposed for our salvation. The thankfulness that filled our 
hearts was beyond expression ; and now that a quarter of a century has 
elapsed since the experience of that hour, when I think of the danger from 
which we escaped, there wells up in my soul the deep feeling of gratitude 
to the Almighty for our deliverance. The Latter-day Saints are as surely 
protected in their travels upon the land as they are upon the ocean by the 
providences of an allwise God whom they have elected to serve. 

From this point there were tedious drives toward our journey’s end, and 


numbers of our cattle succumbed to the deadly alkali water which lay in 


pools along the route. We encountered, as was frequently the case with 
travelers, a heavy storm at the South Pass. For two days the north wind 
brought a cold wave which, accompanied by snow and sleet, made our 
condition decidedly uncomfortable. The sagebrush was so wet that it 
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was very difficult to start a campfire ; and it was in this extremity that I 
cut down a telegraph pole so that we might get warm food for the women 
and children, who were suffering severely from the cold. At this time our 
situation was made none the less gloomy by the mournful how] of large 
grey wolves who gathered around so close to the wagons as to require the 
vigilant action of the guards in keeping them off. 

Leaving South Pass, the time passed without particular incident, and 
our hearts grew lighter as we steadily lessened the distance between 
us and “the valley,” where we arrived in good time, thankful for the 
termination of the long and toilsome journey, and happy in the warm 
welcome we received among the Saints. B. T. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

The sixteen months old daughter of Elder W. H. Freeman, of Pieasant Grove, who is 
now on a mission to the Southern States, died on March 10. 

Josiah Barnett, of Salt Lake City, has succeeded Bolivar Roberts as Territorial treas- 
urer. Arthur Pratt was re-appointed auditor of public accounts. 

A son of Mayor S. F. Lee, of Tooele, recently discovered a ledge of extremely rich gold 
bearing quartz near that place. The incident has caused considerable of a gold hunting 
excitement in the vicinity. 

The store of P. J. n Utah County, was destroyed by fire on 
March 18 ; loss $12,000. The hall on the second floor was used for the school, which is 
closed en the finding of a suitable building in which to resume its sessions. : 

The most elevated farm in the United States is said to be that of Mr. Bastian, at Loa, 
Piute County, Utah. Its altitude is 7500 feet above sea level. It is situated on a 
plateau, close to the mountain, the hill timber skirting along the upper edge. Owing to 
shelter given by the hills, frost comes there later than at many points lower down in the 
valleys near by. 

On March 13, Elder Wm. O. Lee, with his wife and two children, and Elder E. J. 
Wood, of Salt Lake City, arrived home from the Samoan Islands, having been absent on 
a mission three years and six months. During that time Sister Lee passed through a 
great deal of sickness, but has entirely recovered. Elder Lee was President of the 
Samoan Islands Mission for a year and a half, and when released to return home Elder 
George E. Browning, of Ogden, was appointed to succeed him. | 

Charles W. Elliott, president of the Harvard University, Massachusetts, the oldest 


institution of learning in America, visited Salt Lake City recently, and on March 16 was 


_ tendered a reception by the Church Board of Education. In the evening he attended a 
meeting in the Tabernacle, where an audience of over seven thousand people had assembled 
to welcome him. He made a brief and pointed address, his topic being religious liberty ; 
his remarks were warmly applauded. Mrs. . 
western trip. 

The strata of natural gas was reached by the fourth well at Lake Shore on March 15. 
When the shale was broken through, the roar at the bottom of the well warned the work- 
men to retire, which they hastily did. The drilling tools, weighing 1500 pounds, were 
blown sixty feet into the air, and pieces of rock weighing ten pounds were thrown to a 
height of two hundred feet. The well was finally capped. Another will be sunk at a 
point half a mile nearer to Salt Lake City than No. 4. It is expected that the gas will 


be piped to the city by April 15. The four wells now open each produce from twelve to 
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